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Workshop’s feedback 


I found the workshop in Prague extremely successful and rewarding. It was an extraordinary opportunity for which I would like to thank you at the very beginning. The process of participating in the creation of the course, surrounded by experts as well as other students, was inspiring. I hope that I will be to repeat and participate in such event in the future. 
I am very satisfied that there will be a subject entirely devoted to the Area Studies. It seems to me that the correct solution is to hold these classes as a general elective course. This would be an ideal way to see if such class would be popular with undergraduate students. This will allow them to familiarize themselves with the issue and who knows maybe choosing such a specialization in their graduate studies. Nevertheless, I am glad that the classes will not be exclusive and interested people on the Master's degree will be able to join them. 
I myself would love to enrol in this class, I really liked the proposed formula. First of all, the fact that the classes will be conducted by professors from different universities is a very big advantage and makes them more attractive. As far as the schedule is concerned, the first few classes are very interesting, as they are supposed to present the "area studies" approach on different levels, and not only through the eyes of International Relations. 
What appeals to me is also the fact that regions will be discussed based on case studies. This definitely allows a better understanding of the topic and to transfer a theory into practice. Speaking of practice, students will be very interested if at least one class or part of it will be conducted using VR technology, which we had a chance to test during professor Kozak's lecture. 
International Relations classes are closely related to history, and what might be an advantage of these classes is that they will not be primarily focused on it. 
The credit form of the class will probably also encourage students to enrol in the course. Creating feedback as an end-of-class assignment makes a lot of sense to me, as this will allow for adjustments to the syllabus as well as testing and evaluating the effectiveness of the course. This will be mutually beneficial and satisfactory to both parties. 
Honors for taking the course will also include a course completion notation on the student's diploma. This also adds to the attractiveness of the course. The classes sound promising, and I also really liked the professors' approach to prospective students, who pointed out the interactivity of the classes rather than lecturing. 
Last but not least, the formula of the classes is very attractive, namely that they will be recorded or made available online to other universities. This year I am attending a co-taught online class with the University of Geneva and it is one of the most interesting classes I have had the pleasure of attending. I can confidently say that this will also be the case with the Area Studies course.
I hope that the class will also focus on current events, as I know they are of great interest to many students. Theory is an extremely important starting point, but I am extremely pleased that the class will not be primarily based on it. I also hope that students will not be discouraged by the first few classes, which are intended to be more theoretical. However, the knowledge of the theories in this case is extremely important and I cannot imagine being an expert within this field without such basis. Hopefully other students share my opinion in this aspect.

If it comes to my suggestions, I vehemently support focusing on current event as well as on case studies, obviously not always it is possible, however, I find it important as well as interesting. It is crucial to use the theoretical aspects in practice, it will allow students to better familiarize with the issues and simply-understand them. During our meeting arose question whether to discuss Africa as a region, within this topic I did not change my mind and still maintain my stance- it needs to be discussed. In terms of talking about Asia/South Asia region in my opinion a perfect case study would be: India and its impact on regional integrity in the South Asia. 
In conclusion, I believe that the classes will be successful and I wish you that. Once again, I wanted to thank you for the opportunity to participate and co-create with you and other students a subject that is a field of academic interest to me. I hope that class of Area Studies will be able to stimulate interest in this area of international relations. And as a result, many of young people will take these issues as an academic field at their Master Degree and dedicate them their MA thesis. 
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